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To understand the policy followed by
them in this matter, it is necessary to
understand the ideas regarding! popular
education which sway the class from which
. the Government is recruited. Though now
falling into discredit, a very important and
widely spread theory is based on a certain
view of heredity. In the sphere of the
mind it attaches great weight to somatic;
inheritance, which is held to determine the
scope of individual acquirements. Be-
cause the proletariat of a country has been
sunk for centuries in ignorance and super-
stition, has never even knocked at the
door of knowledge, it is supposed that it
is unadapted by constitution to receive in-
struction. In this view to open wide the
door to the ignorant multitudes would be
to 'give them food to which they were
wholly unsuited. It may lead to dis-
loyalty, to social unrest, even to general
chaos. In accordance with their inherited
aptitudes, the commonalty are conceived
of as enjoying in peace and thankfulness
the fruits of their labours, contented with
their lot in life, and neither aspiring to